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INFO USDEL JEC PARIS 

UNCLAS SAIGON 1585 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, VS 

SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE PRESS REMAINS VOCAL AND CRITICAL IN WAKE 
OF GVN CRACKDOWN 

1. CONTRARY TO THE VIEW BEING EXPRESSED IN VIETNAMESE PRESS 
THAT GVN IS EFFECTIVELY MUZZLING OPPOSITION PRESS THROUGH ITS 
WITHDRAWAL OF LICENSES (FEBRUARY 3) OF FIVE SAIGON DAILIES AND 
ARREST (FEBRUARY 4) OF COMMUNIST AGENTS, SPATE OF VITRIOLIC 
AND DENUNCIATORY ARTICLES CRITICIZING GVN APPEARING IN PRINT 
IN WAKE OF GVN ACTION IS SOLID EVIDENCE THAT SAIGON PRESS 
CONTINUES TO EXERCISE VERY SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF PRESS 
FREEDOM. ALL ISSUES OF BOTH INDEPENDENT AND OPPOSITION NEWS- 
PAPERS HAVE CARRIED BANNER HEADLINES AND NUMEROUS ARTICLES 
DENOUNCING THE ' CRACKDOWN" AND ACCUSING GVN OF "ARBITRARY AND 
DICTATORIAL ACTION." 

2. TRANG DEN LED THE WAY IN ITS ISSUE OF FEBRUARY 4 BY 
PUBLISHING A STRONGLY WORDED "PROTEST" BY FATHER TRAN HUU THANH, 
LEADER OF THE PEOPLE S ANTI-CORRUPTION MOVEMENT AND DOC LAP 
CARRIED THE VN PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION'S PROTEST ON ITS FRONT 
PAGE. DAI DAN TOC RAN A MAJOR HEADLINE ON FEBRUARY 4 WHICH 
READ: "NIGHT OF PANIC FOR THE PRESS" AND PRINTED FULL TEXT 

OF SCATHING PROCLAMATION WHICH IT AMTRIBUTED TO THE MILITANT 
LAWYERS FORCE. 
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EM OTHER TYPICAL EXAMPLES INCLUDED DOC LAP PUBLISHING ON 
FEBRUARY 5 THE FULL TEXT OF A PROTEST LETTER OF "STEERING 
COMMITTEE OF THE PRESS AND WRITERS STRUGGLING FOR FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS AND PUBLICATION" WHICH WAS REPORTEDLY SENT TO PRIME 
MINISTER. ON FEBRUARY 8 DAI DAN TOC CARRIED THE FULL TEXT OF 
GENERAL DUONG VAN MINH'S END-OF-YEAR STATEMENT UNDER HEADLINE: 
"EITHER THE TYRANNICAL POWER STEPS BACK TO LET THE PEOPLE 
ADVANCE IN FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY OR EVERYTHING WILL COLLAPSE 
AND THERE WILL BE NEITHER RECONCILIATION NOR 
CONCORD." CHINH LUAN PUBLISHED A LETTER "WRITTEN IN BLOOD" 

BY 48 OPPOSITION DEPUTIES TO "MOURN THE DEATH OF THE RVN'S 
CONSTITUTIONALLY ESTABLISHED DEMOCRATIC REGIME." 

4. THE FOREGOING EXAMPLES SHOULD SERVE AS ADEQUATE PROOF 
THAT THE OPPOSITION IS STILL ALIVE AND KICKING IN SAIGON ONE 
WEEK AFTER THE GVN "CRACKDOWN." 

LEHMANN 
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